264                Japan in World Politics

the Pacific is, as Carlyle would have said, significant of much,
in fact, it is probably the most significant of recent events

in the history of the United States.    Probably
p^mtmla. those who  are  responsible for it would not

admit that recent relations between Japan
and the United States on the subject of immigration were
the main cause of the voyage. It cannot, however be
doubted that they were the immediate cause. As to the
wisdom of the proceeding there is room for much difference
of opinion; but, meantime, if we look at it from the point
of view of the politics of the United States, we see that it
emphasises the importance of the evolution which is goino-
on in the Pacific area and the Far East generally. It
further marks the emergence of the United States from the
sphere of American-Continental politics into world-politics,
or what is nowadays, although somewhat indefinitely, called
Imperialism, thus showing that a government which is
nominally Republican may in its policy carry out Im-
perialistic ideas. The cost of the cruise is estimated at two
millions sterling (but will probably be niuch more), which
may not be a large sum even to such a superfluously wealthy
nation as the United States, but we may assume that it
would not have been spent if it had not been meant to
foreshadow a definite change of policy and a recognition
of the new direction that American interests are likely to
take in the future.

The departure of the American fleet for the Pacific
practically left the whole of the Atlantic sea-board un-
protected, a fact which is very significant of the altered and
improved relations between the United States and Europe,
and especially Great Britain. Situated between Europe and
Asia the United States have grown up to a large extent as
an offshoot of Europe, from which they have derived their
language, their laws, their culture, their system of govern-
ment, and practically all their population, and, with the
exception of a small struggle with Mexico, she has been at
war with none but European Powers. During the past